
To 
Journeyman International, 
 
Dear Sir/Madame, 
 
This is in reference to the volunteer opportunity with the different humanitarian 
organizations associated with Journeyman International. ​I am an Architect/ Urban 
Designer, currently residing in Mumbai. After getting my Bachelors in Architecture from 
L.S. Raheja, Mumbai, I did my Masters with Architecture and Urban Design as my major 
from Pratt Institute, New York.  
 
Architecture exists in all form. But the right form of Architecture can make a huge 
difference to an individual, a community, a city or a even a nation.  
My village in Haripura, Gujarat, India, no longer exists because all of a sudden there was an 
invasion by a company that produced mechanized embroidery. The company came with an 
influx of workers from all over the country and when I visited my grandfather in 2007, the 
once beautiful village was filled with trash, plastics and garbage everywhere. The lake had 
dried up and had become a dumping yard. Small scale industries that women from every 
household were a part of, disappeared.  
This form of interference was made purely on capitalism without a thought given to the 
environment or the fellow inhabitants.But a step like this to radically change a place's 
identity is not what a city or a nation desires. Careful punctures in the city's fabric is the 
key to solving problems faced by a lot of developing countries today. 
 
Coming from India, I am a little biased towards my country. India being a developing 
country, needs such revitalization and enrichment of societies that a lot of humanitarian 
organizations are currently doing. Being an Architect with an urge to help upbring a 
community with useful designs and plans, I would very much like to be a part of 
Journeyman International as it goes through the uneven path of social and economic 
hindrances towards the goal of making Architecture as a healing power. 
 
I have attached my resume and a portfolio of selected works along with this letter. Thank 
you for taking the time to go through this cover letter. I look forward to hearing back from 
you soon. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Menka Desai 
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